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Vision Statement:  
We are committed to an inclusive and 
engaging learning environment that 
promotes a culture of excellence and 
creativity. 
 

Principal Wendy House 

Senior Leader -  
Operations/SACE/VET 

Kathryn Harrison 

Senior Leader - Curriculum/ 
Pedagogy/Innovation 

Kerry-ann Grace 

Senior Leader - Inclusion Chris Lee 

Student Wellbeing Leader Karen Jones 

 

2020 TERM DATES 
Term 1 28 January - 9 April 
Term 2 27 April - 3 July 
Term 3 20 July - 25 September 
Term 4 12 October - 11 December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Semester 1 has concluded and the reports are on their 
way. The reports will be distributed on the last day of the 
term. Semester 2 is already underway thanks to the fine 
work of teachers and timetable managers (David Moore 
and Kathryn Harrison). Congratulations to the students on 
their achievements in semester 1. It has been a pleasure to 
read student reports and to acknowledge their 
achievements. This newsletter provides some wonderful 
examples of the students’ work and engagement.  
 
I am grateful for staff commitment to keep the focus on 
supporting students and their learning amid all the 
uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
Springbank Review and possible closure. This has created a 
double-whammy for this the young people in this school 
community. 
 
The Review process is complete and the report submitted 
for consideration by the Minister. It is important now that 
we maintain a focus of support and encouragement on the 
young people here at the school.  
 
In this newsletter edition, we have provided some 
information and ideas that may help our students through 
the stressful times they are experiencing. There is a page 
for families and carers to consider and a page that speaks 
directly to the students. Both pages include important 
contact details for additional help. Please contact Karen 
Jones, Student Wellbeing Leader, at the school if you 
would like some further assistance. 
 
As this term concludes and we commence a two week 
holiday break to refresh and rest, I wish everyone a safe 
and warm holiday. I look forward to a productive and 
enjoyable term 3. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Wendy House 

Principal 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday 11 August 

2pm-7.30pm -Student Led 
Conferences /  

Year 10-12 Course Selection 
 

Friday 28 August 
Pupil Free Day 

 
Monday 31 August 
School Closure Day 

 

267 Daws Road 
Pasadena SA 5042 
ph: 08 8152 6800 

dl.0975.info@schools.sa.edu.au 
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Mathematics News 

Twisting and Turning 
Year 8 Mathematics - Investigating shapes through 
tessellations 
During week 8 term 2 the year 8 mathematics students 
were actively involved in exploring shapes investigation 
focused on tessellation. Students engaged in an inquiry-
based task: “Which shapes tessellate?” 
 
They experimented with a variety of shapes and 
developed their understanding of tessellations through 
hands-on activities with the assistance from the specialist 
Art teacher, Ms Markey. Students were taught how to 
create irregular shapes and then used their creation to 
produce a cardboard template in order for them to 
create their own unique tessellation patterns. Location 
and transformation theories were also introduced and 
students experienced these in action by manipulating 
their patterns. The class will design their own tessellation 
pattern in upcoming lessons. They will record the 
learning process and present this to the class with their 
final product. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 8 Mathematics - Geometry outdoor chalk 
activity 
After learning about different types of triangles and 
angles and the relationships between angles formed by 
transversal and parallel lines, year 8 students were 
instructed to use a paper protractor to consolidate their 
understanding of geometry. The students made their 
protractor in class using a string to form a circle and then 
marked various sized angles, triangles, pairs of angles 
with lines and detailed labels. A mathematics dictionary 
created by students was utilised in this task to apply their 
existing knowledge and put it into practice and the 
concepts in focus.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Students all identified their favourite triangle and angle 
with their own justifications and they related their 
understanding to their personal life. They were 
committed to communicating with their family members 
about their learning and collect data about which 
favourite type of angle and triangle their family member 
identified. 
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Science News 

Year 8 Science - Science as a human endeavor 
investigation 
Year 8 science students worked collaboratively in pairs 
participating in the “development of the periodic table 
timeline activity” investigation with a literacy focus. Each 
group selected one specific year to identify the name of 
scientists and explore their contributions to the 
development of the periodic table using the provided 
text material. 
 
Students recorded their group results and briefly 
reported their findings to the class. The role of each 
scientist in the development of the periodic table and 
their major contributions were highlighted by the 
students. This demonstrated the students’ understanding 
of scientific knowledge developed through collaboration 
and communication between the other areas of science 
and technology as well as the various scientists working 
at different periods of time. 
 
Students commented that; “Science is really a global 
enterprise which requires everyone to work together and 
science is changing all the time”. One student even 
analysed the disadvantages of scientific discoveries in his 
written reflection. In the end, students concluded that as 
new scientific evidence has become available, 
understanding of the world has changed. 
 

 
 

 

Year 8 Science - Chemical Reactions 
After learning about chemistry topics relating to atoms, 
elements of the periodic table, the differences between 
matter and non-matter as well as chemical and physical 
changes, year 8 students applied their understanding in 
an experiment. They worked safely to operate a Bunsen 
burner to produce the yellow safety flame and also 
demonstrated their understanding of heating a test tube 
with the gas hole open to produce the blue flame. After 
demonstrating the chemical reactions and hydrogen pop 
test, students enthusiastically worked in pairs to explore 
a variety of reactions using different metals and acids.  
 

 
 

 
 
They recorded all their observations including colour and 
temperature change, the production of gas and bubbles, 
the production of heat or light and precipitation in multi-
modal formats; for example, photographs, videos or 
other options. Students also explored the labels on the 
chemical plastic bottles by understanding the 
instructions, safety, potential hazards as well as 
categories of chemicals within. Finally, the sound made 
from burning hydrogen gas made them scared but 
excited about their science learning. 

Li Teng 
Maths/Science Teacher 
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Music at Springbank Secondary 
College 

Students at Springbank Secondary College have many 
opportunities to participate in subjects that provide 
them with individual stretch and exposure to new 
experiences. Music has returned to SSC within the year 8 
curriculum with the students enthusiastically 
contributing to rehearsals and performances. 
 
Drumming is offered by Mr Terry Aldridge to students at 
all year levels again this term. 
 
Accessing the instruments in the TAC, students have 
publicly performed The Weekend’s ‘Blinding Lights’. With 
the combination of vocals, keyboards, bass, drums and 
untuned percussion coupled with the enthusiasm of the 
performers and audiences, music has become an 
important addition to the holistic education of the 
students. 
 
“Drumming is hard, but when I worked hard at it, I was 
able to play a rock beat. I was very happy.” Year 8 
student. 
 
“I have enjoyed singing the chorus of the song in the class 
band.” Year 8 student. 
 
“I practised all weekend to play the piano riff, and I was 
very proud I could do it well.” Year 8 student. 
 
“I like that the theory we are learning is used in the 
playing that we have done. I really enjoy being part of a 
group.” Year 8 student. 
 

 
 

Kathryn Harrison 
Music Teacher 

 

 

Pastoral Care Worker News 

Well, winter has definitely set upon us! Part of my role is 
running a breakfast club twice per week for the students 
at recess - toast, milk, Weet-Bix and fruit. However, with 
the winter weather setting in, term 2 has seen the 
introduction of warm homemade soup or pasta every 
Thursday at recess. Paul Howlett, (our student mentor), 
the Home Ec students and I have been working in 
collaboration to make some delicious warm goodies for 
the students and it has been a real hit!  
 
I have also introduced arts and craft activities, Lego and 
card games for the students during lunch on a 
Wednesday. With the support of Jakki, one of our SSOs, 
we have seen some wonderful creations of finger 
puppets, colouring in and card making and it has also 
been fantastic to see a number of students constructing 
and creating things with the Lego. 
 
“One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, if one has 
not dined well…” 
    -Virginia Wolf 
 

Belinda Gray 
Pastoral Care Worker 
(Mon, Wed and Thu) 

 
 

ORAL HEALTH 

Children with poor oral health are more likely to 

experience pain, to miss days from school and to 

perform poorly in the classroom. Untreated tooth decay 

can lead to problems with speaking, eating and learning.  

SA Dental Service sees over 80,000 children for dental 

care each year, but data shows that 57.5% of eligible 

children in SA are not using the Medicare Child Dental 

Benefits Schedule.  

 

There are no out of pocket costs for children covered by 

the Medicare Child Dental Benefits Schedule  

All children are welcome at SA Dental clinics. 

 
 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/child-dental-benefits-schedule
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Into the Art Room with the 9’s and 10’s 

During semester 1 the U901 and U1001 students have been exploring multiple types of media and art forms including; 
water and acrylic paints, pen and ink, collage, lino cut, still life using pencil and charcoal, kinetic drawing and  ceramics.  
Students have researched and taken inspiration from a range of international and local artists to create their own works, 
with brilliant results.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Wendy House 
Principal 

 
 
Leah Markey 
Art teacher 
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Four murals completed for St Mary’s Anglican Church by our students 
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